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THE CONSTITUTION OF THE LIBERAL DEMOCRATS

PREAMBLE  

The Liberal Democrats exist to build and safeguard a fair, free and open society, in which we seek to 
balance the fundamental values of liberty, equality and community, and in which no-one shall be 
enslaved by poverty, ignorance or conformity. We champion the freedom, dignity and well-being of 
individuals, we acknowledge and respect their right to freedom of conscience and their right to 
develop their talents to the full. We aim to disperse power, to foster diversity and to nurture 
crea�vity. We believe that the role of the state is to enable all ci�zens to a�ain these ideals, to 
contribute fully to their communi�es and to take part in the decisions which affect their lives.

We look forward to a world in which all people share the same basic rights, in which they live 
together in peace and in which their different cultures will be able to develop freely. We believe that 
each genera�on is responsible for the fate of our planet and, by safeguarding the balance of nature 
and the environment, for the long term con�nuity of life in all its forms. Upholding these values of 
individual and social jus�ce, we reject all prejudice and discrimina�on based upon race, colour, 
religion, age, disability, sex or sexual orienta�on and oppose all forms of entrenched privilege and 
inequality. Recognising that the quest for freedom and jus�ce can never end, we promote human 
rights and open government, a sustainable economy which serves genuine need, public services of 
the highest quality, interna�onal ac�on based on a recogni�on of the interdependence of all the 
world’s peoples and responsible stewardship of the earth and its resources. We believe that people 
should be involved in running their communi�es. We are determined to strengthen the democra�c 
process and ensure that there is a just and representa�ve system of government with effec�ve 
Parliamentary ins�tu�ons, freedom of informa�on, decisions taken at the lowest prac�cable level 
and a fair vo�ng system for all elec�ons. We will at all �mes defend the right to speak, write, 
worship, associate and vote freely, and we will protect the right of ci�zens to enjoy privacy in their 
own lives and homes. We believe that sovereignty rests with the people and that authority in a 
democracy derives from the people. We therefore acknowledge their right to determine the form of 
government best suited to their needs and commit ourselves to the promo�on of a democra�c 
federal framework within which as much power as feasible is exercised by the na�ons and regions of 
the United Kingdom. We similarly commit ourselves to the promo�on of a flourishing system of 
democra�c local government in which decisions are taken and services delivered at the most local 
level which is viable.

We will foster a strong and sustainable economy which encourages the necessary wealth crea�ng 
processes, develops and uses the skills of the people and works to the benefit of all, with a just 
distribu�on of the rewards of success. We want to see democracy, par�cipa�on and the co-opera�ve 
principle in industry and commerce within a compe��ve environment in which the state allows the 
market to operate freely where possible but intervenes where necessary. We will promote scien�fic 
research and innova�on and will harness technological change to human advantage.

We will work for a sense of partnership and community in all areas of life. We recognise that the 
independence of individuals is safeguarded by their personal ownership of property, but that the 
market alone does not distribute wealth or income fairly. We support the widest possible distribu�on 
of wealth and promote the rights of all ci�zens to social provision and cultural ac�vity. We seek to 
make public services responsive to the people they serve, to encourage variety and innova�on within 
them and to make them available on equal terms to all.

Our responsibility for jus�ce and liberty cannot be confined by na�onal boundaries; we are 
commi�ed to fight poverty, oppression, hunger, ignorance, disease and aggression wherever they 
occur and to promote the free movement of ideas, people, goods and services. Se�ng aside na�onal 
sovereignty when necessary, we will work with other countries towards an equitable and peaceful 
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interna�onal order and a durable system of common security. Within the European Community we 
affirm the values of federalism and integra�on and work for unity based on these principles. We will 
contribute to the process of peace and disarmament, the elimina�on of world poverty and the 
collec�ve safeguarding of democracy by playing a full and construc�ve role in interna�onal 
organisa�ons which share similar aims and objec�ves. These are the condi�ons of liberty and social 
jus�ce which it is the responsibility of each ci�zen and the duty of the state to protect and enlarge. 
The Liberal Democrats consist of women and men working together for the achievement of these 
aims.
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THE CONSTITUTION OF THE LIBERAL DEMOCRATS

ARTICLE 1: Name, Objects and Succession

1.1 The name of the Party shall be the Liberal Democrats. It may be addi�onally known in Welsh 
as Democra�aid Rhyddfrydol. It is referred to in this Cons�tu�on as “the Party”.

 1.2 The objec�ves of the Party shall be:

(a) to be the successor to the Liberal Party and the Social Democra�c Party (“the Former 
Par�es”);

(b) to seek to achieve the objects set forth in the Preamble to this Cons�tu�on; and
(c) in order to achieve such objects, to secure the elec�on of Liberal Democrats as 

Members of Parliament, UK Members of the European Parliament and members of 
local and other elected public authori�es.
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ARTICLE 2:  Provisions Rela�ng To The Cons�tu�on

2.1 The Party shall be a federa�on cons�tuted by the Sco�sh Liberal Democrats, the Welsh 
Liberal Democrats/Democra�aid Rhyddfrydol Cymru and the Liberal Democrats in England 
(the State Par�es).
Regional Par�es in England may seek recogni�on as State Par�es (any such recogni�on 
requiring a two-thirds majority of those present and vo�ng at the Conference).
The Federal Conference may, upon the recommenda�on of the , resolve to establish and/or 
recognise a State Party in Northern Ireland.

The Party shall also include individual members and Local Par�es outside the United 
Kingdom and, pending the establishment or recogni�on of a State Party there, in Northern 
Ireland. 

2.2  The federal ins�tu�ons of the Party are together referred to in this Cons�tu�on as “the 
Federal Party”. This Cons�tu�on and any rules made thereunder bind the Federal Party and 
the State Par�es. In all other regards a State Party shall be sovereign and shall be en�tled to 
exercise any power not reserved to the Federal Party.

2.3 The following func�ons are reserved to the Federal Party (subject to the rights of 
consulta�on afforded to State par�es and others by this Cons�tu�on): 

 (a) the determina�on of policy in the areas specified in Ar�cle ;
(b) the Party’s overall strategy;
(c) overall prepara�ons for Parliamentary and European Parliamentary Elec�ons;
(d) the overall presenta�on, image and media rela�ons of the Party; and
(e) interna�onal rela�onships.

 The Federal Party shall also promote campaigning throughout the United Kingdom, and may 
raise funds and do anything else which is incidental to its func�ons.

2.4 The provisions of this Cons�tu�on shall be implemented with regard to the principle that 
men and women shall have an equal opportunity of par�cipa�ng at every level of the Party 
subject to the provisions of the Equality Act 2010 (the Act).
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2. No elected representa�ve in any body in the Party shall be mandated.

2. Any candidate for elec�on to public office standing as a representa�ve of the Party must be a 
current member of the Party. 

 2. This Cons�tu�on may only be altered:
(a) by a two-thirds majority of members present and vo�ng at the Federal Conference;
(b) where any such altera�on has been submi�ed in accordance with the Standing 

Orders of that Conference by the  or any other persons or bodies en�tled to submit 
mo�ons or amendments under Ar�cle  and no�fied to Local Par�es at least six weeks 
in advance; and

(c) in the case of any altera�on to the rela�ve powers and func�ons of the Federal Party 
and the State Par�es or to this paragraph (c), it is passed by the internal procedures 
of each State Party. 
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ARTICLE 3: Membership

3.1 (a) Membership of the Party is open to all persons who agree with its fundamental 
values and objec�ves without discrimina�on as to age, ethnic origin, religion, 
disability, gender or sexual orienta�on.

(b) As a Member of the Liberal Democrats, you must treat others with respect and must 
not bully, harass, or in�midate any Party member, member of Party staff, member of 
the Parliamentary staff, Party volunteer, or member of the public. Such behaviour will 
considered to be bringing the Party into disrepute.

 3.2 Membership shall be acquired through an enrolling body, being:
(a) a Local Party in the area of which the member lives, works or studies (or, with its 

consent, another Local Party);
(b) a Specified Associated Organisa�on represen�ng youth and/or students; or
(c) a State Party in accordance with its internal procedures (and so that any overseas 

member in a loca�on where there is no Local Party may become a member via a 
State Party designated by the  to act as agent for the Federal Party).

(d) any Specified Associated Organisa�on or Associated Organisa�on that the  considers 
ought to be en�tled to enrol members of the Party.

 An applicant shall become a member on acceptance by the enrolling body, payment of the 
requisite subscrip�on and registra�on.  However, a State Party may, by its internal 
procedures, determine that eligibility of a member to vote in Local Party elec�ons (including 
Parliamentary and local government selec�ons) may be subject to a minimum requirement 
as to age (not being more than 10 years) and/or length of con�nuous membership (not being 
more than 15 months); and the provisions of this cons�tu�on as to members’ vo�ng rights 
shall be construed accordingly.

 3.3 Responsibility for renewal of membership shall lie with State Par�es but these may, by their 
internal procedures, provide for this func�on to be fulfilled by any other body or bodies 
within the Party. Membership will be automa�cally terminated if the renewal subscrip�on is 
not received within three months following the due date. 

 3.4 All other ma�ers rela�ng to the admission or refusal of admission to membership of any 
person, or for the revoca�on or cessa�on of membership of any member, including the basis 
on which Local Par�es may be involved in the recruitment and renewal of members, shall be 
governed by the Cons�tu�ons of the State Par�es or by membership rules made under 
them, except that:
(i) where, in any part of the United Kingdom, provision is not made in any of these 

respects by the State Party concerned, Ar�cles 3.5 to 3.7 shall apply;
(ii) a right of appeal pursuant to Ar�cle  of the Cons�tu�on, once any procedures 

internal to the State Party concerned have been exhausted, cannot be excluded in 
rela�on to the interpreta�on of Ar�cle 3.1 of the Cons�tu�on; and

(iii) each state party shall give no�ce to the other state par�es of any revoca�on of 
membership.

Subject to the condi�ons set out in the Cons�tu�on of or in the rules made by the State 
Party concerned, a member shall be a member of:
(a) where the enrolling body is a Local Party, that Local Party or, where the enrolling 

body is not a Local Party, an appropriate Local Party in terms of Ar�cle 3.2 (a); and
(b) any applicable State Party and/or Regional Party; and
(c) the Federal Party.
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3.5 No person may simultaneously be a member of more than one Local Party. A member may 
re-register as of right in a different Local Party under the terms of Ar�cle 3.2 (a), or may, with 
the consent of the member’s previous Local Party where that Local Party has ceased to be 
appropriate in terms of Ar�cle 3.2 (a), retain membership of that Local Party. A member who 
is an MP, MEP, prospec�ve parliamentary or European parliamentary candidate or member 
of a local authority may re-register as of right in a relevant Local Party.

3.6 Membership may be refused by an enrolling body on one or more of the following grounds:
(a) material disagreement, evidenced by conduct, with the fundamental values and 

objec�ves of the Party;
(b) the admission of the applicant would be likely to bring the Party into disrepute; or
(c) membership of another poli�cal party in Great Britain.

Any person aggrieved by such a refusal shall, subject to having exhausted the internal 
procedures of the relevant State Party, have a right of appeal pursuant to Ar�cle  on any 
ma�er rela�ng to the interpreta�on of this Cons�tu�on.

3.7 Membership may be revoked by a Local Party (or, where appropriate, a Specified Associated 
Organisa�on which acted as the enrolling body) or a State Party on one or more of the 
following grounds: 
(a) material disagreement, evidenced by conduct, with the fundamental values and 

objec�ves of the Party;
(b) conduct which has brought, or is likely to bring, the Party into disrepute;
(c) standing against the candidate of the Party in any Parliamentary or European 

Parliamentary elec�on;
(d) standing against the candidate of the Party in any local authority elec�on; and
(e) membership of or support for another poli�cal party in Great Britain.

 Membership shall not be revoked unless the member has been no�fied of the grounds on 
which revoca�on is to be considered and has been given a reasonable opportunity to reply. 
Where paragraph (c), (d) or (e) of this Ar�cle 3.7 applies, membership shall be automa�cally 
and immediately suspended, and in other cases of urgency the body with powers of 
revoca�on may suspend membership while revoca�on is being considered. Any person 
aggrieved by such a revoca�on shall, subject to having exhausted the internal procedures of 
the relevant State Party, have a right of appeal pursuant to Ar�cle  on any ques�on rela�ng 
to the interpreta�on of this Cons�tu�on. 

3.8 A register of members shall be maintained by each State Party. A register of members 
resident outside Great Britain shall be maintained by a State Party designated by the  to act 
as agent for the Federal Party. Any body en�tled to maintain a list of members may use the 
list for its own internal purposes. The Federal Party shall have direct access to such lists. Any 
body holding or having access to such lists shall ensure that the informa�on contained in 
them is not disclosed to any person other than for the proper purposes of the Party. Party 
bodies shall comply with the direc�ves of the  in rela�on to the Party’s Data Protec�on Act 
registra�on.
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ARTICLE 4: Local Par�es

4.1 There shall be Local Par�es so far as possible throughout Great Britain. Local Par�es may be 
formed in Northern Ireland or places outside the United Kingdom. Save as provided for in 
Ar�cles 4.2, 4.3, 4.9, 4.10, 4.11, and 4.12, all ma�ers rela�ng to the forma�on, opera�on, 
suspension or dissolu�on of Local Par�es shall be determined by the Cons�tu�ons of the 
State Par�es or by rules made under them, except that where, anywhere in Great Britain, 
provision is not made in any of these respects by the State Party concerned the relevant 
parts of the following Ar�cles 4.2 to 4.8 shall apply.

 4.2 No Local Party shall be formed unless it will, on forma�on, have at least 30 members.

4.3 Save as hereina�er provided, each Local Party in Great Britain shall contain one 
parliamentary cons�tuency. The members in each of two or more adjacent parliamentary 
cons�tuencies may agree to combine into a single Local Party, in which case the combined 
Local Party shall be deemed for all the purposes of this Cons�tu�on to be a Local Party, save 
that:
(a) the selec�on of a prospec�ve parliamentary candidate and the adop�on of a 

parliamentary candidate shall be made:
(i) where for any cons�tuency in a Local Party there are 30 or more members, 

by those members; and
(ii) where for any cons�tuency within a Local Party there are less than 30 

members, the Local Party Cons�tu�on shall specify whether all the members 
of the Local Party shall par�cipate or only those from the cons�tuency 
concerned.

4.4 A Local Party containing two or more cons�tuencies may divide into new Local Par�es, 
provided that none of them will have less than 30 members.

4.5 The objects of a Local Party in Great Britain shall be to be the successor to the Former Par�es 
in its area and to promote and support the values and objects of the Party in the 
cons�tuency or cons�tuencies which it contains and in par�cular, through its members:
(a) to secure the elec�on of Liberal Democrats as Members of Parliament, UK Members 

of the European Parliament and members of local and other elected public 
authori�es;

(b) to admit and ac�vely to recruit new members of the Party and encourage members 
to renew their membership;

(c) to par�cipate in the formula�on of the policy of the Party;
(d) to play a full part in the democra�c processes of the Party;
(e) to play a full part in the campaigning ac�vi�es of the Party at all levels;
(f) to campaign and work with local people to achieve the objec�ves set out in the 

Preamble to this Cons�tu�on; and
(g) to help all local people, without regard to party or any other factor, to secure their 

rights and to protect them against oppression.

4.6 Each Local Party shall have a cons�tu�on, which must comply with the following principles:
(a) the objects shall include those set forth in Ar�cle 4.5 of this Cons�tu�on;
(b) it must give effect to the provisions of Ar�cle 3 of this Cons�tu�on;
(c) all elec�ons shall be in accordance with the elec�on rules made under Ar�cle 8.4 of 

this Cons�tu�on;
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(d) there must be an annual general mee�ng, and provision for the calling of other 
general mee�ngs by the execu�ve commi�ee and by requisi�on of the members; 

(e) proper accounts and accoun�ng records must be kept as required by the Poli�cal 
Par�es, Elec�ons and Referendums Act 2000 and must be audited and delivered to 
the Elec�on Commission as required by the Poli�cal Par�es, Elec�ons and 
Referendums Act 2000, and submi�ed with an independent report to the annual 
general mee�ng for approval; and

(f) it must ensure compliance with the Poli�cal Par�es, Elec�ons and Referendums Act 
2000.

4.7 The cons�tu�on of a Local Party is subject to this Cons�tu�on and to the cons�tu�on of the 
relevant State Party and, in the event of any conflict between them, this Cons�tu�on or as 
the case may be the cons�tu�on of the relevant State Party shall prevail.

4.8 A Local Party shall be suspended if its membership has remained below 30 for a con�nuous 
period of six months, and shall remain suspended un�l its membership reaches 30. A Local 
Party which has been suspended on this ground shall be dealt with by the relevant State 
Party in accordance with its internal procedures, and shall not while suspended have the 
rights conferred upon Local Par�es by this Cons�tu�on.

4.9 The rights of a Local Party under this Cons�tu�on may be suspended by the relevant State 
Party in accordance with its internal procedures (or, in the case of a Local Party outside Great 
Britain, by the ), if it is not adhering to the Poli�cal Par�es, Elec�ons and Referendums Act 
2000, this (or its own) Cons�tu�on or if events have taken place or are about to take place 
which are or may be seriously detrimental to the Local Party or to the Party as a whole.

4.10 The cons�tu�on of a Local Party outside Great Britain and any amendment thereto shall be 
subject to approval by the . Such approval may be withheld if the cons�tu�on or 
amendment:
(a) contravenes the principles set out in Ar�cle 4.6 or in the Preamble to this 

Cons�tu�on or is otherwise in conflict with any of the provisions of this Cons�tu�on; 
or

(b) is unworkable or defec�ve, or omits or deletes provisions necessary to the proper 
func�oning of the Local Party.

4.11 Before suspending a Local Party outside Great Britain, the  shall draw the a�en�on of the 
Local Party to the grounds on which it is proposed to take this ac�on, and shall give the Local 
Party a reasonable �me to answer any allega�ons and/or take any necessary correc�ve 
ac�on. A Local Party outside Great Britain which is suspended under Ar�cle 4.9 may appeal 
from that decision as provided by Ar�cle .

4.12 The suspension of a Local Party outside Great Britain may be li�ed if the  is sa�sfied that 
correc�ve ac�on has been taken. During the period of its suspension the powers and 
func�ons of the Local Party and its organs shall be exercised subject to and in accordance 
with the direc�ons of the .
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ARTICLE : The Policy-Making Process

.1 The Federal Party shall determine the policy of the Party in those areas which might 
reasonably be expected to fall within the remit of the federal ins�tu�ons in the context of a 
federal United Kingdom.

.2 The State Par�es shall by their respec�ve internal procedures determine the policy of the 
Party on all other issues, except that any State Party may confer upon the Federal Party 
power to determine policy in any specified area or areas. Policy determined in this way by 
the Federal Party will not override the policy of those State Par�es which have not conferred 
policy-making power in this area on the Federal Party. Where a State Party has conferred this 
power upon the Federal Party it shall not itself engage in the determina�on of policy in the 
specified area or areas un�l such �me as the power has been revoked by it.

.3 Any body that is not en�tled to make policy on any specific issue may discuss and express its 
views upon it on a consulta�ve basis.

.4 The Federal Policy Commi�ee (FPC), at its own decision or at the instruc�on of the Federal 
Conference, may undertake the commissioning, prepara�on, publica�on, circula�on, and 
submission to Conference of policy papers, including op�ons in cases where consulta�on has 
shown there to be substan�al disagreement within the Party. Policy papers shall normally be 
preceded by consulta�on papers which shall set out policy op�ons.

 .5 In the course of developing policy the FPC shall:

.6 Policy mo�ons and amendments (including emergency mo�ons and amendments) may be 
submi�ed for debate by Federal Conference (in accordance with its Standing Orders) by the 
Federal Policy Commi�ee, party members, State Par�es in accordance with their internal 
procedures, Regional Par�es in England, Local Par�es and Specified Associated 
Organisa�ons. Amendments to mo�ons accompanying policy papers may be submi�ed in 
the same way.

.7 In order to ensure that all aspects of a proposed policy are fully considered, the FPC may 
request any mo�on before a Federal Conference to be referred to the next mee�ng of the 
Conference. The FPC shall, before such mee�ng, circulate its reasons for ac�ng under this 
Ar�cle and its comments on the relevant mo�on and any amendments thereto accepted for 
debate.

.8 Subject to the foregoing procedure, all Federal policy papers and mo�ons approved by the 
Federal Conference shall thereby become the policy of the Federal Party.

.9 The FPC shall prepare (and from �me to �me revise) statements as to the policy of the Party 
as produced by the foregoing process together with the provisions of Ar�cle .1.

consider policy proposals submi�ed to it by State Par�es, Regional Par�es in 
England, Local Par�es, Associated Organisa�ons and individual members of the 
Party; together with the responses to the consulta�ons carried out according to 
Ar�cle .5 (b); and

(a)

ensure consulta�on generally with, including making consulta�on papers available to 
members, State Par�es, Regional Par�es in England, Local Par�es and Associated 
Organisa�ons. Such consulta�ons shall include responses to references under Ar�cle 
.7.

(b)
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ARTICLE : The Federal Conference
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ARTICLE : The Federal Policy Commi�ee
 .1 There shall be a Federal Policy Commi�ee (“FPC”), which shall be responsible to the Federal 

Conference and shall have the duty of researching and developing policy and of overseeing 
the policy-making process in accordance with and subject to the provisions of Ar�cle . It shall 
also be responsible for:
(a) presen�ng the views of the Party to outside bodies, including poli�cal par�es and 

groupings in the European Community and elsewhere;
(b) consul�ng outside bodies in rela�on to proposed policies of the Federal Party;
(c) approving official policy publica�ons of the Federal Party;
(d) making interim policy on topical issues, subject always to this policy remaining the 

policy of the Federal Party only if it is approved by the first appropriate mee�ng of 
Conference on the basis of a mo�on to approve a report covering all such interim 
policy submi�ed to it by the FPC; and

(e) making detailed policy of the kind needed to implement the principles and broad 
policy outlines contained in a policy paper or mo�on that has already been adopted 
by Conference. 

 The FPC shall submit an annual report for approval or amendment to Conference at its 
autumn mee�ng on its programme of policy development. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

. The FPC shall have the responsibility for preparing the Party’s General Elec�on manifesto for 
the UK and its manifesto for elec�ons to the European Parliament in consulta�on with the 
Parliamentary Party in the House of Commons and with the Parliamentary Party in the 
European Parliament. It shall have the right to be consulted upon, 

 (a)
 (b)
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and in the case of a conflict (but a�er consulta�on with the State Party concerned) to over-ride any 
proposal to be contained in the General Elec�on manifesto of any State or Regional Party 
unless the proposal relates solely to an issue which is the specific concern of the State or 
Regional Party.

. The FPC shall have the power from �me to �me to set up policy working groups (whose 
members need not be members of the FPC) of which it shall appoint a chair and, in 
consulta�on with that chair, the membership, with such terms of reference as it may think fit 
(which shall include the like obliga�ons of consulta�on as those set forth in Ar�cle .5(b)). The 
FPC shall be under similar obliga�ons of consulta�on in rela�on to the composi�on of a 
proposed group.
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ARTICLE : The Parliamentary Par�es

.1 The Parliamentary Party in the House of Commons shall consist of all Members of that House 
in receipt of the Party’s whip. Its Leader shall be the Leader of the Party elected as provided 
in Ar�cle 1. It shall be en�tled to make such regula�ons (not being inconsistent with this 
Cons�tu�on) as it thinks fit for the conduct of its own proceedings. In par�cular, these 
regula�ons shall make provision for a Chief Whip and, if thought fit, a Deputy Leader of such 
Parliamentary Party.

 
 

 
 

. The Parliamentary Party in the House of Lords shall consist of all members of that House in 
receipt of the Party’s whip. It shall be en�tled to make such regula�ons (not being 
inconsistent with this Cons�tu�on) as it thinks fit for the conduct of its own proceedings, 
which shall make provision for a Leader and a Chief Whip of such Parliamentary Party.

. The Parliamentary Party in the European Parliament shall consist of all members of the 
European Parliament elected from cons�tuencies from within the United Kingdom and in 
receipt of the UK Liberal Democrat Whip. It shall be en�tled to make such regula�ons (not 
being inconsistent with this Cons�tu�on) as it thinks fit for the conduct of its own 
proceedings.
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ARTICLE 1: The Leader

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

1.1 The Leader of the Party shall be elected by the members of the Party in accordance with 
elec�on rules made pursuant to Ar�cle .

1.2 An elec�on for the Leader shall be called upon:
(a) the Leader asking for an elec�on;
(b) the death or incapacity of the Leader;
(c) the Leader ceasing to be a Member of the House of Commons (other than a 

temporary cessa�on by reason of a dissolu�on);
(d) the receipt by the President of the resigna�on of the Leader or of a declara�on of 

intent to resign upon the elec�on of a new Leader;
(e) a vote of no confidence in the Leader being passed by a majority of all 
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Members of the Parliamentary Party in the House of Commons;
(f) the receipt by the President of a requisi�on submi�ed by at least 75 Local Par�es 

(including for this purpose, the Specified Associated Organisa�on or Organisa�ons 
represen�ng youth and/or students) following the decision of a quorate general 
mee�ng; or

(g) the first anniversary of the preceding general elec�on being reached without an 
elec�on being called under any of paragraphs (a) through (f), provided that:
(i) the  may postpone such an elec�on for no more than one year by a two-

thirds majority of those present and vo�ng; and
(ii) this paragraph (g) shall not apply if the Leader is a member of the 

Government.

1.3 Upon elec�on, the Leader shall hold office un�l death, incapacity or resigna�on or the 
comple�on of an elec�on called under this Ar�cle.

1.4 Upon the calling of an elec�on, the  shall publish a �metable for nomina�ons, withdrawals, 
despatch and receipt of ballot papers and the holding of ballots and shall appoint a 
disinterested person or body to receive and count the ballot papers.

1.5 Nomina�ons must be of a Member of the Parliamentary Party in the House of Commons, 
who must be proposed by at least ten percent of other members of the Parliamentary Party 
in the House of Commons and supported by 200 members in aggregate in not less than 20 
Local Par�es (including, for this purpose, the Specified Associated Organisa�ons represen�ng 
youth and students as provided by Ar�cle .8) and must indicate acceptance of nomina�on.
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ARTICLE 1: Parliamentary Candidates

1.1 Each State Party shall establish a Candidates Commi�ee or provide for some or all of its 
func�ons to be discharged by another unit or units (and every such unit shall be deemed to 
be a State Candidates Commi�ee for the purposes of this Ar�cle 1). The func�ons of a State 
Candidates Commi�ee shall be:

(a) to make provision for there to be lists of approved candidates for Parliamentary and 
for European Parliamentary elec�ons;

(b) to co-ordinate and regulate the procedure for the selec�on and adop�on of 
candidates;

(c) to iden�fy and publish criteria for the assessment of candidates in the course of the 
approval and selec�on processes and to ensure, so far as possible, their consistent 
applica�on;

(d) to provide training for candidates; and
(e) to make and from �me to �me to vary rules for the selec�on and adop�on of 

prospec�ve Parliamentary and European Parliamentary candidates.

 
 

1. In deciding whether to enter an applicant on a list, each State Candidates Commi�ee shall 
take into account:

(a) the support shown by the applicant for the fundamental values and objec�ves of the 
Party; 

(b) the previous par�cipa�on by the applicant in the work of the Party or a former Party, 
both generally and within the relevant State;

(c) the need to ensure that the list contains a reasonable balance between both sexes 
and different age groups, and includes representa�ves of different social and 
economic groups and of ethnic minori�es; and

(d) such other considera�ons as may be relevant in the circumstances.

1. The name of any person may be removed from a list by the relevant State Candidates 
Commi�ee if:

(a) the Commi�ee has reason to believe that such person:
(i) no longer supports the fundamental values or objec�ves of the Party;
(ii) has behaved (whether personally or in connec�on with the affairs of the 

Party) in such a way as to be unsuitable to serve as an MP or MEP; or
(iii) is unfit, through ill health or otherwise, to conduct an elec�on campaign or 

to serve as an MP or MEP; or
(b) the Commi�ee is sa�sfied that it would for any other sufficient reason be contrary to 

the interests of the Party for that person to remain on the list.
 1. The rules for the selec�on of Westminster candidates shall comply with the following 

requirements:

(a) they shall provide for the appointment of a returning officer;
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(b) only persons whose names are on the list of approved candidates of that State Party 
can be selected;

(c) adequate no�ce of the commencement of the selec�on process in each cons�tuency 
must be given;

(d) there must be a procedure for the short-lis�ng of applicants;
(e) short-lis�ng shall be carried out by the execu�ve commi�ee of the Local Party or by 

a short lis�ng sub-commi�ee appointed by it;
(f) except where a special reselec�on process is permi�ed for a si�ng MP or the 

previous candidate, all short-lists must include a specified minimum number of 
candidates;

(g) a system will be put in place to secure adequate representa�on of groups having 
protected characteris�cs within the meaning of the Equali�es Act 2010;

(h) the Local Party shall arrange one or more (having regard to the geography of the 
cons�tuency) hus�ngs mee�ngs at which all short-listed applicants shall be invited to 
speak and answer ques�ons;

(i) the electorate for selec�on (“the eligible voters”) shall subject to the provisions of 
Ar�cle 4.3 be the members of the Local Party at a specified date not later than the 
closing date for submission of applica�ons;

(j) there shall be sent to each such member by a specified �me (which must not be less 
than seven days) before the first hus�ngs mee�ng:
i) the names of the short-listed applicants and such informa�on about 

themselves as may be authorised by the rules;
ii) no�ce of the �me and place of the hus�ngs mee�ngs;
iii) no�ce that ballot papers will be distributed to eligible voters present at 

hus�ngs mee�ngs and will also be delivered to eligible voters who submit a 
request, subject to such eligible voters being responsible for their return 
before or at the last hus�ngs mee�ng, provided that a State Party by its 
internal procedures may direct that the provisions in this sub-paragraph iii) 
shall not apply and that instead ballot papers shall be sent to each eligible 
voter for return before or at the last hus�ngs mee�ng. 

(k) a procedure shall be provided for the removal of a candidate who has lost the 
confidence of the Local Party concerned.

1. If, following the selec�on of a prospec�ve Parliamentary candidate, there is an actual or 
prospec�ve vacancy in the seat, such selec�on shall cease to have effect and a new selec�on 
process shall take place to select a prospec�ve candidate for the by-elec�on.

1. The rules shall provide that, if a si�ng MP indicates a wish to stand at the next General 
Elec�on:

(a) a general mee�ng of the Local Party shall be called and, if the MP is endorsed at the 
mee�ng by a majority of those members present and vo�ng by secret ballot, the MP 
shall thereby be reselected; and

 (b) if the resolu�on is defeated, the MP may request a ballot of all members of the Local 
Party, and shall be reselected if the proposi�on is supported by a majority of those 
vo�ng. 

The Chair of the Local Party may (but not within the first two years of a Parliament unless 
there is a serious possibility of an early elec�on) require the MP to indicate within one 
month whether or not the MP wishes to stand at the next General Elec�on.
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1. (a) The requirements of Ar�cle 1.5 may be modified so far as necessary to accelerate 
selec�on if a general or by-elec�on has been called or appears likely to be called in 
the immediate future.

 (b) If necessary the Joint Candidates Commi�ee shall produce an emergency set of 
procedures for the first elec�ons to the House of Lords (or any fully or par�ally 
elected replacement second chamber of the Westminster Parliament) if an elec�on 
has been called or is likely to be called in the near future.

1. The rules for selec�ng the lists of candidates for European Parliamentary Electoral Regions 
shall comply with the following requirements:

 (a) they shall provide for the appointment of a returning officer
(b) only persons whose names are on the list of approved candidates of that State Party 

can be selected

(d) there must be a procedure for the short-lis�ng of applicants
(e) short-lis�ng shall be carried out by a sub-commi�ee approved by the Regional / State 

(in Wales & Scotland) Execu�ve(s) of the Euro Region(s), known as the Selec�on 
Commi�ee

 
(f) all short-lists must include more than enough applicants to fill all the vacancies on 

the list
(g) a system will be put in place to secure adequate representa�on of groups having 

protected characteris�cs within the meaning of the Equali�es Act 2010
(h) the Selec�on Commi�ee shall arrange one or more (having regard to the geography 

of the region(s)) hus�ngs mee�ngs at which all short-listed applicants shall be invited 
to speak and answer ques�ons

(i) the electorate for the selec�on (“the eligible voters”) shall be members of the Local 
Par�es which make up the European Parliamentary Electoral Region at a specified 
date not later than the closing date for submission of applica�ons

(j) the candidates to be included on each list will be determined using STV, as provided 
in the current edi�on of “How to conduct an elec�on by the Single Transferable 
Vote”, published by the Electoral Reform Society. The order in which the candidates 
will appear on the list will be determined by selec�on rules which supplement the 
Electoral Reform Society’s STV rules. The makeup and ordering of the list may be 
constrained to accommodate gender balance requirements specified by the selec�on 
rules of the State Party

(k) a provision shall be provided for the removal of a candidate who has lost the 
confidence of the Regional/State Party/Par�es concerned and also the replacement 
of a candidate who has withdrawn, a�er the list has been announced.

adequate no�ce of the commencement of the selec�on process in each region must 
be given

(c)
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ARTICLE 1: Officers

1.1 The President shall be the principal public representa�ve of the Party and shall chair the . 
The President shall be elected by the members of the Party for a term of years star�ng from 
1st January in the year immediately following the elec�on and shall hold office un�l death, 
incapacity, resigna�on or the elec�on of a successor; the President shall be eligible for re-
elec�on once only. A candidate for the office of President shall require the nomina�on of not 
less than 200 members in not less than 20 Local Par�es (including, for this purpose, the 
Specified Associated Organisa�ons represen�ng youth and students). The President shall 
report to the annual mee�ng of the Conference and may make reports to any other mee�ngs 
of Conference. The  shall have the power, in the event of a casual vacancy, to elect an Ac�ng 
President from any of the Vice-Presidents and to determine a convenient date for a ballot to 
elect a successor who shall serve for the remainder of the term, except that if the remainder 
of the term is less than twelve months, the successor shall serve for the remainder of the 
term plus a period of years therea�er.

1. The Chair of the FC, who shall be responsible for the overall budget and finances of the Party, 
shall be its treasurer for the purposes of the Poli�cal Par�es, Elec�ons and Referendums Act 
2000 and shall be responsible for its compliance with the Poli�cal Par�es, Elec�ons and 
Referendums Act 2000, shall be elected for a term of years by the  and shall, upon elec�on, 
become a member of any fund-raising commi�ee established by the .

1. The Treasurer, who shall be responsible for fund-raising, shall be elected by the  at its first 
mee�ng in every  and shall serve for a term of years and shall, upon elec�on, become a 
member of the FC and chair of any fund-raising commi�ee established by the .

1. The  shall appoint a salaried chief execu�ve.
 1. The  shall appoint a nomina�ng officer for the purposes of the Poli�cal Par�es, Elec�ons and 

Referendums Act 2000.
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ARTICLE : Associated Organisa�ons

.1 Any organisa�on of persons having a common link of interest which sa�sfies the following 
criteria:

(a) its membership is limited to members of the Party or non-members who support the 
fundamental values and objec�ves of the Party;

(b) its objects are consistent with those fundamental values and objec�ves;
(c) its internal procedures conform with the basic democra�c principles set forth in 

Ar�cle 4.6;

may, subject to any criteria established pursuant to Ar�cle , be recognised as an Associated 
Organisa�on (“AO”) at federal level by the  or at state level by the internal procedures of a 
State Party.

.2 Any such organisa�on which, in addi�on to sa�sfying the criteria set forth in Ar�cle .1, 
consists solely (except in the case of youth and/or students) of members of the Party and is 
listed in the Annexe to this Cons�tu�on shall be recognised as a Specified Associated 
Organisa�on (“SAO”) at federal level by the  or at state level by the internal procedures of a 
State Party. Other organisa�ons may, subject to any criteria established pursuant to Ar�cle , 
qualify for status as a Specified Associated Organisa�on following a proposal from the  and a 
two-thirds majority of members present and vo�ng at Federal Conference. Once so 
approved, an SAO shall be subject to the provisions of this cons�tu�on in the same way as 
those SAOs which are specified herein. A list of such added SAOs shall be appended to the 
cons�tu�on.  The Annexe shall expire at the end of every fourth autumn conference from 
2006 (although the  shall have the power to delay this each �me by a further twelve months 
on a two-thirds majority) and must be renewed by means of an amendable mo�on from the  
to the Federal Conference.

.3 An AO shall have the rights conferred upon AOs by this Cons�tu�on, and an SAO shall have 
the rights so conferred upon AOs and SAOs. The  shall from �me to �me review the 
opera�on of AOs and SAOs in the light of the principles and prac�ces established by and 
pursuant to this Cons�tu�on and shall report to the Conference on such reviews.

.4 If an AO or an SAO is in breach of the criteria set forth in Ar�cle  or established pursuant to 
Ar�cle , it may be suspended from the exercise of its rights under this Cons�tu�on by the 
Federal Party or (as the case may be) the relevant State Party in accordance with its internal 
procedures. Before exercising any powers under this Ar�cle, the body proposing to suspend 
or recommend the suspension of the rights of the AO or SAO shall draw the a�en�on of the 
AO or SAO concerned to the grounds on which it is proposed to take this ac�on, and the AO 
or SAO shall be given a reasonable �me to answer any allega�ons and/or take any necessary 
correc�ve ac�on.

.5 The suspension of an AO or an SAO at federal level may be effected by the  and shall be 
reported to the next mee�ng of the Federal Conference, which may revoke such suspension 
or, by a two-thirds majority, remove from an organisa�on the status of an AO or SAO.

 .6 Any suspension of an AO or SAO may be li�ed by the suspending body if it is sa�sfied that 
correc�ve ac�on has been taken.
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.7 For the purposes of exercising the rights conferred on SAOs by this Cons�tu�on, an SAO 
represen�ng youth and/or students shall have the same rights as a Local Party.

.8 A member of an SAO shall not be counted as a member or par�cipate in exercising the rights 
of the SAO under Ar�cles , 1, and 1 of this Cons�tu�on:
(a) if such member is not a member of the Party;
(b) in the case of the Youth and/ or Student Organisa�on, if such member has reached 

the age of 26 and is not a student; 
(c) if such member, having been originally enrolled by an SAO, has elected to exercise 

the related cons�tu�onal rights through a Local Party; or
(d) if such member, having been originally enrolled by a Local Party, has not elected to 

exercise the related cons�tu�onal rights through an SAO: no person may exercise the 
related cons�tu�onal rights concurrently as a member of more than one SAO or as a 
member of both an SAO and a Local Party.

.9 The recogni�on by the Party of Associated Organisa�ons, and the conferring by this 
Cons�tu�on of rights upon Specified Associated Organisa�ons, shall not prejudice the 
independence of such organisa�ons.
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ARTICLE : Resolu�on of Conflicts

.1 There shall be a Federal Appeals Panel, which shall consist of 18 members elected as follows: 

(a) Nine elected by the  subject to confirma�on by the Federal Conference. Each name 
shall be presented individually to Conference for confirma�on. If any name is 
rejected by Conference, that name may not be re-presented to Conference for 
confirma�on un�l at least eighteen months have elapsed; and

(b) three elected by each State Party according to its internal procedures.

The Chair of the Federal Appeals Panel shall be elected by the Panel from amongst the 
members elected to it by the . The Chair upon ceasing to be a member of the Panel shall also 
cease to be Chair of the Panel but if re-appointed as a member of the Panel shall be eligible 
for re-elec�on as the Chair.

.2 Each member of the Panel shall hold office for five years, and shall be eligible for re-
appointment provided that no person shall be en�tled to hold office for more than ten years 
in aggregate. No person shall be eligible for appointment if (and any member shall forthwith 
vacate office upon becoming) an MP, MEP or prospec�ve parliamentary candidate (save that 
the Chief Whip may be a federal appointee) or a member of the  or the Federal Policy 
Commi�ee. The body making the original appointment may terminate the appointment 
because the appointee is no longer able to carry out his or her du�es as a member of the 
Panel on account of ill health or for other good cause. Any casual vacancy on the Panel may 
be filled by the body making the original appointment for the residue of the term of that 
appointment.

.3 The Panel shall adjudicate upon:
(a) any dispute over the interpreta�on of this Cons�tu�on;
(b) any claim that the rights under this Cons�tu�on of a member or of an organ of the 

Federal Party or of an AO or SAO recognised by the Federal Party have been 
infringed;

(c) any dispute, except one as to policy jurisdic�on, between the Federal Party and a 
State Party;

(d) any ma�er expressly so provided by this Cons�tu�on or by rules made thereunder; 
(e) any appeal from a like body in a State Party rela�ng to an issue under this 

Cons�tu�on, except that no adjudica�on under this Ar�cle shall take place un�l any 
appropriate appeals procedures established within a relevant State Party have been 
exhausted; and

(f) any dispute or issue which shall be referred to it by a State Appeals Panel for 
adjudica�on.

.4 The members of the Panel to hear a par�cular case shall be selected by the Chair, who shall if 
appropriate consult with the applicant, subject to the following provisos:

(a) any dispute between a State Party and the Federal Party or between State Par�es 
shall be heard by the Chair of the Federal Appeals Panel, three State appointees (one 
of whom, other than the Chair, being from the State or each of the States concerned) 
and three Federal appointees;
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(b) at least three members shall be appointed to hear any other case (and an applicant 
may refuse to proceed unless at least three members are present), of whom at least 
one shall be an appointee of the State Party of which the applicant is a member and 
at least one shall be a Federal appointee;

(c) the members hearing any dispute rela�ng to the composi�on of the Approved 
Candidates list shall if prac�cable include a former parliamentary candidate;

(d) the members shall not include any member of the Execu�ve of a State Party in any 
case where the dispute is one in which the State Party is involved; and

(e) no member who heard the case at first instance shall hear the appeal therefrom.

.5 The Panel shall decide whether or not a dispute or ma�er for adjudica�on falls within the 
jurisdic�on conferred on it by Ar�cle 1.

.6 The Panel shall determine and publish its own procedures (provided that the same are not 
inconsistent with this Cons�tu�on and subject to confirma�on by conference). The Panel 
shall publish once a year, at the �me of the party’s autumn conference, a report containing 
its procedures, all of its decisions on its interpreta�on of this Cons�tu�on since the previous 
report, a summary of each of its other rulings since the previous report and any other 
ma�ers the Panel shall see fit to include.

.7 Any decision of the Panel shall be final and binding upon all those concerned.
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ARTICLE :  Support for a government which contains other poli�cal par�es

.1  This Ar�cle applies where the Parliamentary Party in the House of Commons (‘the Commons 
Party’) enters into nego�a�ons with one or more other poli�cal par�es with a view to the 
forma�on of a government supported by the party and such party or par�es; and sets out 
the procedures to be followed for the party to give its support for such an arrangement.

.2  For this purpose:
(a)the Leader shall, with due regard to diversity, appoint a nego�a�ng team to conduct such 

nego�a�ons; and

(b)there shall be a reference group consis�ng of not more than nine people (none of whom 
shall be members of the nego�a�ng team) appointed equally by (i) the Federal Policy 
Commi�ee (ii) the  and (iii) the Westminster Parliamentary Par�es (in the last case 
ac�ng jointly).

.3  The nego�a�ng team shall report regularly to the Leader and the reference group, and shall 
have regard to their respec�ve views.

.4  If as a result of these nego�a�ons the Commons Party determines, a�er further consulta�on 
with (i) the Federal Policy Commi�ee (ii) the  and (iii) the Parliamentary Party in the House of 
Lords (together ‘the consultees’), to support a government which contains members of one 
or more other poli�cal par�es, it shall seek the approval of conference by submi�ng a 
mo�on to that effect. Such a submission shall state the final views thereon of each of the 
consultees, and such a mo�on shall require for its passage a two-thirds majority of those 
present and vo�ng at the conference.

.5  Upon the submission of such a mo�on, the Federal Conference Commi�ee shall convene a 
conference to consider the mo�on at the earliest prac�cable opportunity or shall include the 
mo�on in the agenda of a conference currently in session or imminently to start.
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ANNEXE: Specified Associated Organisa�ons
 
The organisa�ons recognised as SAOs in accordance with Ar�cle 13 are:

 a)
Associa�on of Liberal Democrat Councillors (ALDC)b)
Associa�on of Liberal Democrat Engineers and Scien�sts (ALDES)c)
Ethnic Minority Liberal Democrats (EMLD)d)
LGBT+ Liberal Democratse)
Liberal Democrat Lawyers’ Associa�on (LDLA)f)
Liberal Democrat Womeng)
Liberal Youthh)
Parliamentary Candidates’ Associa�on (PCA)i)

15



THE CONSTITUTION OF THE LIBERAL DEMOCRATS

FEDERAL CONFERENCE STANDING ORDERS

Glossary of terms

Business mo�on
A proposal to conduct the affairs of the Party in a par�cular way or to express an opinion on 
the way affairs have been conducted.

Business amendment
A proposal to change a business mo�on. Any such proposal should be significant, should be 
within the scope of the original mo�on and must not be a direct nega�ve.

Commi�ee
Throughout these standing orders, Commi�ee means the Federal Conference Commi�ee 
unless otherwise qualified.

Cons�tu�onal amendment 
A proposal to change the cons�tu�on of the Party. 

Secondary cons�tu�onal amendment
An amendment to a cons�tu�onal amendment. This must not introduce new material.

Consulta�ve session 
A mee�ng where selected areas of policy or strategy are considered in greater depth than is 
possible in full debates. 

Day visitor
Someone who has paid the appropriate day visitor fee. Day visitors are not en�tled to speak 
or vote in full sessions of conference.

Emergency mo�on
A proposal which relates to a specific recent development which occurred a�er the deadline 
for submission of mo�ons. Emergency mo�ons must be brief.

Emergency amendment
An amendment to a mo�on which relates to a specific event which occurred a�er the 
deadline for the submission of amendments. It must be brief and unconten�ous. 

Full session
Any part of the conference agenda during which debates, topical issue discussions or 
discussion of business, including formal reports, takes place. This specifically excludes formal 
speeches such as those by the Leader or Party Officers.

Point of order
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A sugges�on to the chair of a debate that the conduct of the debate, as laid down in the 
standing orders, has not been followed correctly.

Policy mo�on
A proposal to adopt a new policy or reaffirm an exis�ng one. This includes mo�ons 
accompanying policy papers.

Policy amendment
A proposal to change a policy mo�on. Any proposal should be of significant importance, 
should be within the scope of the original mo�on and must not be a direct nega�ve.

Policy paper
A paper prepared by the Federal Policy Commi�ee and submi�ed to conference for debate 
under the terms of Ar�cle .4 of the Federal Party cons�tu�on.

Procedural mo�on
A proposal that the conduct of a debate should be changed in a specific way. Procedural 
mo�ons are:

Move to next business
A proposal that the conference should cease to consider an item of business and immediately 

move to the next item on the agenda.

Reference back
A proposal to refer a mo�on or amendment to a named body of the Party for further 

considera�on.

Request for a count
A request to the chair that a specific vote be counted and recorded rather than decided on the 

chair’s assessment of a show of vo�ng cards.

Separate vote
A request to the chair of a debate that a part or parts of a mo�on or amendment should be voted 

on separately.

Suspension of standing orders
A proposal to relax specific standing orders for a stated purpose.

Special conference
An addi�onal mee�ng of the conference requisi�oned by the , Federal Policy Commi�ee, 
conference itself or 200 members, in not fewer than 20 local par�es under the provisions of 
Ar�cle  of the Federal cons�tu�on.

Standing order amendment
A proposal to change these standing orders.
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Secondary standing order amendment
An amendment to a standing order amendment.  This must not introduce new material.

Topical issue discussion
 A discussion on a policy issue of significant and topical relevance, conducted without a vote

Vo�ng member
A member a�ending conference who has sa�sfied the requirements for a�endance and has 
paid the registra�on fee presently in force for party members as agreed by FCC, and who is 
not a day visitor [or observer].

IV



THE FEDERAL PARTY

Standing Orders for the Federal Conference

1. The Conference Agenda

1.1 What is on the agenda

The agenda for each mee�ng of conference, other than a special conference, shall include 
�me for:
a) One or more consulta�ve sessions; save that the Commi�ee may decide not to hold 

any consulta�ve sessions at a spring conference.

b) 

c) Policy mo�ons (including mo�ons accompanying policy papers).

d) Emergency mo�ons.

e) Topical issue discussions.

f) Any other business which the Commi�ee thinks appropriate.

The �me to be allocated to each type of business and the order of that business shall be 
decided by the Commi�ee provided that conference may decide not to take any par�cular 
item on the agenda.

1.2 Conference or council of state par�es

In addi�on, �me before or a�er any mee�ng may be agreed with the relevant state party for 
a mee�ng of the conference or council of that party.

1.3 Right to submit agenda items

a)  Reports to conference may be submi�ed only by the bodies listed in paragraph 
1.1(b).

b) Business mo�ons (including amendments and emergency business mo�ons and 
amendments), cons�tu�onal amendments and secondary cons�tu�onal 
amendments, standing order amendments and secondary standing order 
amendments may be submi�ed by the , Federal Policy Commi�ee, state par�es, 
regional par�es in England, local par�es, Specified Associated Organisa�ons and 10 
party members. Business mo�ons, standing order amendments and secondary 
standing order amendments may also be submi�ed by the Federal Conference 
Commi�ee.

c) Mo�ons accompanying policy papers may only be submi�ed by the Federal Policy 
Commi�ee.

d) Policy mo�ons (including amendments, emergency policy mo�ons and amendments) 
may be submi�ed by the Federal Policy Commi�ee, state par�es, regional par�es in 
England, local par�es, Specified Associated Organisa�ons and 10 party members.
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e) The Parliamentary Party in the House of Commons may submit a mo�on rela�ng to 
suppor�ng a government containing members of the other par�es, in accordance 
with Ar�cle  of the cons�tu�on.

f) Proposals for topical issue discussions may be submi�ed by any party member.

1.4 How mo�ons and amendments are submi�ed

All mo�ons and amendments must be submi�ed to the Commi�ee. They must 

1.5 The deadlines by which mo�ons, amendments, reports and ques�ons to reports must be 
submi�ed 

The Commi�ee shall specify:
a) The closing date for the receipt of policy mo�ons (including mo�ons accompanying 

policy papers), business mo�ons, cons�tu�onal amendments and amendments to 
standing orders, which shall be at least eight weeks before the start of conference.

b) The closing date for the receipt of amendments to mo�ons published in the Agenda 
and emergency mo�ons, which shall be at least two days before the start of 
conference.

c) The closing date for the submission of wri�en reports from the bodies listed in 
paragraph 1.1(b), which will be set so as to enable their distribu�on with the Agenda. 
Any supplementary report submi�ed later than this deadline may only be tabled at 
conference with the permission of the Commi�ee.

d) The closing date for the submission of ques�ons to any of the reports listed in the 
Agenda, which shall be at least two days before the start of conference except for 
ques�ons to the reports of the Parliamentary Par�es in the House of Commons, 
House of Lords and European Parliament, where the closing date shall be at least one 
hour before the start of the business session at which the report is due to be 
considered.

e) Notwithstanding 1.5(d), ques�ons may always be submi�ed to any of the reports 
listed in the Agenda arising from events occurring a�er the deadline specified in 
1.5(d). The deadline for these ques�ons shall be one hour before the start of the 
business session at which the report is due to be considered.

f) The closing date for proposals for topical issue discussions, which shall be at least 
two days before the start of conference

1.6 No�fica�on of deadlines

All dates specified under Standing Order 1.5 shall be publicised to party members and bodies 
en�tled to submit mo�ons. Publica�on in the party newspaper/magazine and website may 
be treated as no�ce for this purpose.

1.7 Later deadlines in special circumstances
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In special circumstances the Commi�ee may specify later dates than those indicated above. 
In par�cular, where developments which, in the opinion of the Commi�ee, are of great 
importance have taken place a�er the closing date for emergency mo�ons and ques�ons to 
reports, the Commi�ee may make �me available for an addi�onal emergency mo�on or for a 
statement to be made on behalf of the Party or for addi�onal ques�ons to be submi�ed to 
reports.

2. Consulta�ve Sessions

2.1 The subjects for consulta�ve sessions

The subjects for debate at consulta�ve sessions shall be chosen by the Commi�ee on the 
advice of the Federal Policy Commi�ee and, where appropriate, the , and published in the 
Agenda. Two or more such sessions may be held simultaneously.

2.2 Speaking at consulta�ve sessions

Any member of the Party may be called to speak at a consulta�ve session and, with the 
approval of the chair, non-members with relevant exper�se may also be called.

2.3 Vo�ng at consulta�ve sessions

At the discre�on of the chair a vote by show of hands may be taken to indicate the weight of 
opinion among members present on any issue that has been debated.

3. The Agenda

3.1 The shortlis�ng of mo�ons

The Commi�ee shall draw up the Agenda and shall decide which of the mo�ons duly 
submi�ed shall be included in it. The Commi�ee may allocate �me for one or more policy or 
business mo�ons to be selected by ballot.  Copies of mo�ons not selected shall be available 
for inspec�on and will be supplied to any party member on payment of a copying charge and 
postage.

3.2  Mo�ons for the amendment of the cons�tu�on or standing orders

Save as detailed below in Standing Order 4.3, all proposed amendments to the cons�tu�on 
or standing orders must be selected for debate. 

3.3 Balance between State and Federal policy debates

The Commi�ee shall, in drawing up the Agenda, have due regard to the balance of State and 
Federal policy debates and in par�cular shall as far as possible organise the agenda so that all 
ma�ers which relate solely to one or more state par�es but not all State Par�es or the 
Federal Party shall be considered at either the beginning or the end of the conference. 

4. Selec�on of Mo�ons and Amendments 

4.1 Composi�ng or otherwise altering mo�ons
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In drawing up the Agenda the Commi�ee shall seek to reflect the range of views in the Party 
as indicated by the mo�ons and amendments submi�ed. The Commi�ee may:
a) Treat any severable part of a mo�on or amendment as a separate mo�on or 

amendment.

b) Redra� a mo�on or amendment so as to improve expression, remove inaccuracy or 
superfluity or take account of new developments.

c) Composite similar mo�ons or amendments.

4.2 Selec�on of amendments

The Commi�ee shall decide which of the amendments duly submi�ed to each mo�on shall 
be selected.  No amendment shall be selected if, in the opinion of the Commi�ee it is 
insubstan�al, outside the scope of the mo�on, or tantamount to a direct nega�ve of the 
mo�on.

4.3  Mo�ons for the amendment of the cons�tu�on or standing orders

The Commi�ee may refuse to select a mo�on for amendment of the cons�tu�on or standing 
orders if, in their opinion, it is:
a) Similar in effect to another mo�on which has been selected for debate or ballot at 

the same mee�ng of conference.

b) Similar in effect to a mo�on that has been rejected at either of the last two mee�ngs 
of conference.

c) In the case of amendments to the cons�tu�on, incomplete in that it leaves 
unamended some other part of the cons�tu�on which contradicts the meaning of 
the amendment.

d) In the case of amendments to standing orders, incomplete in that it leaves 
unamended some other part of standing orders which contradicts the meaning of 
the amendment.

e) Ambiguous.

4.4 Emergency mo�ons

The Commi�ee may reject an emergency mo�on if:
a) It is similar in effect to another mo�on that has been selected for debate or ballot.

b) It is similar in effect to a subject chosen for a topical issue discussion.

c) It is unclear as to its meaning or intent or is, in the opinion of the Commi�ee, too 
poorly dra�ed to provide a sensible basis for debate.

d) It falls outside the defini�on of emergency mo�ons. 

No amendment shall be taken to any mo�on selected under this Standing Order.
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4.5 Ballots for emergency mo�ons

All emergency mo�ons, except those rejected under Standing Order 4.4, must be placed 
either on the agenda for debate or in a ballot for selec�on by Conference. The Commi�ee 
may hold separate ballots to select which of a range of emergency policy mo�ons and which 
of a range of emergency business mo�ons to debate. If one or more ballots is held the 
Commi�ee shall circulate the text of all balloted mo�ons to the vo�ng members as soon as 
prac�cable and shall specify a closing �me for the ballot. Following the coun�ng of any 
ballots the Commi�ee shall decide how many mo�ons shall be debated in the �me available. 

4.6 Emergency amendments

The Commi�ee shall have complete discre�on whether to select emergency amendments for 
debate.

4.7 Topical issue discussions

 The choice of subjects for topical issue discussions shall be made by the Officers of the 
Commi�ee in consulta�on with the Officers of the Federal Policy Commi�ee.  In choosing the 
subjects, the Officers shall have regard to the significance and topicality of the subjects 
proposed and whether they are likely to provoke a lively discussion.

5. Special Mee�ngs

5.1 Timetabling of special mee�ngs

The Commi�ee shall, as soon as prac�cable a�er the requisi�oning of a special mee�ng of 
the conference, fix a date for the mee�ng, draw up the Agenda and, if appropriate, specify a 
date for the submission of amendments. The mee�ng shall deal only with the business 
stated in the no�ce of requisi�on save that the Commi�ee may allow �me for emergency 
mo�ons and for business which is formal or, in its opinion, unconten�ous.

5.2 Preferred �mescales for special mee�ngs

In se�ng dates for the submission of mo�ons and amendments and giving no�ce thereof 
and of the conference itself the Commi�ee shall endeavour to follow the �mescales laid 
down elsewhere in these standing orders but, where this is not prac�cable, the Commi�ee 
shall set such dates as it sees fit.

6. Appeals

6.1 Appeals against rejec�on of mo�ons

The Commi�ee shall provide wri�en reasoning to the nominee of the proposers for the 
rejec�on of any mo�on or amendment. The proposers may appeal, in wri�ng, to the next 
mee�ng of the Commi�ee. Any such appeal shall provide reasons why, in the opinion of the 
proposers, the expressed reasons for rejec�on are not valid. If the appeal is allowed, the 
mo�on or amendment shall be treated as an emergency mo�on or amendment according to 
the stage of the agenda-se�ng process at which the appeal has been allowed.
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6.2 Appeals against exclusion from conference

Any person excluded from conference by a decision of the Chief Steward shall have the right 
of appeal to the Commi�ee at the next of its regular mee�ngs. The exclusion shall remain in 
force pending the appeal. 

7. The Chair

7.1 Who chairs conference

The President, if present, shall normally take the chair at the formal opening and closing of 
conference and when the Party Leader is making a formal speech from the pla�orm. At all 
other sessions the chair shall be appointed by the Commi�ee. Normally no person shall chair 
more than one session at any mee�ng.

7.2 The chair’s aide

The Commi�ee may appoint an aide or aides to assist the chair of each session.

8. Conduct of Debate

8.1 Varia�on in the order of business

The Commi�ee may propose to the conference a varia�on in the order of business as set out 
in the Agenda. Such varia�on shall be put to the vote and shall take effect if approved by a 
majority of those vo�ng.

8.2 Withdrawal of mo�ons and amendments

Once the Commi�ee has included a mo�on or amendment, or part of a mo�on or 
amendment, in the Agenda, may not be withdrawn except by leave of conference.

8.3 The order of debate

The Commi�ee shall direct the order of debate. Generally, however, a mo�on will be moved 
and immediately therea�er the amendments and op�ons will be moved in the order 
directed by the Commi�ee. There will then be a general debate. The movers of amendments 
and op�ons (or their nominees) shall have the right of reply in the same order (except that 
where an amendment or op�on has not been opposed during the debate, the chair of the 
session shall have the right to direct that its movers shall not exercise their right of reply), 
a�er which the mover of the mo�on (or the mover’s nominee) shall have the right of reply. 
Votes shall then be taken on the amendments and op�ons in the order in which they have 
been moved and, finally, on the substan�ve mo�on. The Commi�ee may direct that part of 
any mo�on or amendment or groups or amendments may be the subject of a separate 
debate.

8.4 Topical issue discussions

 The Commi�ee shall direct the order of the discussion.  Normally the proposer of the subject 
shall speak first, and a representa�ve of the Federal Policy Commi�ee shall speak 
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last.

8.5 Who may speak

All vo�ng members may speak at a full session of conference. Addi�onally, the Commi�ee 
may invite any person to address the conference as a guest. Neither such provision shall 
prejudice the right of the chair of a session to select speakers. 

8.6 The special rights of the Federal Commi�ees

Provided that the Federal Policy Commi�ee is not proposing the mo�on or any of the 
amendments to be taken in a debate on  a policy mo�on or on mo�ons rela�ng to the policy-
making processes of the Party it shall have the right to nominate a person to report its views 
on the subject before the conference. The  shall have similar rights on business mo�ons or 
mo�ons to amend the cons�tu�on, as shall the Federal Conference Commi�ee on mo�ons 
rela�ng to the proceeding and procedures of the conference and to amend standing orders. 
Such a person shall be called to speak for the same length of �me as the person replying on 
behalf of the mover of the mo�on.

8.7 The selec�on of speakers

Vo�ng members wishing to speak in any debate shall submit a speaker’s card, prior to the 
commencement of the debate in which they wish to speak, sta�ng whether they wish to 
speak for or against an amendment, the mo�on or part of the mo�on. The chair shall be 
responsible for the choice of the speakers and shall a�empt to provide a balanced debate 
between the different viewpoints in the conference, but may announce a departure from this 
rule if there is an overwhelming preponderance of members wishing to speak on the same 
side. The chair shall have the discre�on to accept speakers’ cards a�er the start of the 
debate. Save as provided for in these standing orders, no person may speak more than once 
in any debate.

8.8 The length of speeches

The Commi�ee shall set out in the Agenda �me limits for speeches.

9. Vo�ng at Conference

9.1 The method of vo�ng

Vo�ng cards shall be issued at each mee�ng to vo�ng members. (The Commi�ee may direct 
that vo�ng on any issue be by ballot.) Subject thereto all votes at full sessions shall be taken 
by show of vo�ng cards.

9.2 Coun�ng of votes

A vote by show of vo�ng cards shall be counted:
a) If the Commi�ee has so directed.

b) If the chair so directs.

c) As the result of a procedural mo�on under Standing Order 11.5 below.
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A recount will only be held if the chair is not sa�sfied that the first count was accurate.

9.3 Separate votes

A separate vote may be taken on a part of a mo�on or amendment:
a) On the direc�on of the Commi�ee.

b) At the discre�on of the chair.

c) As a result of a procedural mo�on under Standing Order 11.4 below.

10. Points of Order

10.1 Making a point of order

Any vo�ng member may rise on a point of order which shall be taken immediately except 
that, during a vote, no point of order shall be taken that does not refer to the conduct of the 
vote. The chair’s decision on all points of order shall be final.

11. Procedural Mo�ons

11.1 Next business

a) A vo�ng member may, during any full conference session, submit, in wri�ng, a 
request that conference move to next business, giving the reasons to do so. The 
submission shall not exceed 75 words. 

b) The chair may either take the request immediately upon receipt, or at the end of any 
speech currently being made. If more than one request is received the chair shall 
decide which to take. No more than one request may be taken in respect to any 
mo�on or report.

c) When the request is to be taken, the chair shall read the statement of reasons and 
ask conference whether it wishes to consider the request to move to next business. If 
conference decides, by a simple majority of those vo�ng, to do so, the person who 
made the request may speak. The chair may allow other speakers. All speeches 
under this standing order shall be limited to two minutes. If conference decides not 
to debate the proposal, it falls.

d) The proposal shall require a two-thirds majority of those vo�ng being to be passed. If 
it is carried the current agenda item shall be abandoned without any further debate 
or vote and, at the discre�on of the chair, either the next agenda item shall be taken 
or there shall be an adjournment un�l the �me at which the next agenda item was 
due to be taken.

11.2 Reference back (moved by a vo�ng member)

a) A vo�ng member, who has not already spoken in the debate, may, at any �me before 
the chair has asked the first speaker in reply to stand by, submit, in wri�ng, a request 
to refer back the mo�on under debate.  The submission shall state to whom the 
mo�on is to be referred and shall include a statement of the reasons, 
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including reasons why vo�ng against the mo�on would not achieve a similar result, not 
exceeding 75 words.

b) The chair may take the request to refer back at whatever stage of the debate they 
consider appropriate. If more than one request is received, the chair shall decide 
which to take. No more than one request may be taken with respect to any mo�on.

c) When the request is to be taken, the chair shall read the statement of reasons and 
ask conference whether it wishes to consider the request to refer. If conference 
decides, by a simple majority of those vo�ng, to do so, the person who made the 
request may speak and the mover of the substan�ve mo�on, or their nominee, may 
reply. The chair may allow other speakers. All speeches under this standing order 
shall be limited to two minutes. If conference decides not to debate the reference 
back, it falls.

d) The reference back shall require a simple majority of those vo�ng to be passed. If it 
is carried the current agenda item shall be abandoned without any further debate or 
vote and, at the discre�on of the chair, either the next agenda item shall be taken or 
there shall be an adjournment un�l the �me at which the next agenda item was due 
to be taken.  

e) If the substan�ve mo�on is referred to the , the Federal Policy Commi�ee or the 
Federal Conference Commi�ee that body shall, in its report to the next mee�ng of 
the conference, state what ac�on it has taken on the reference.

11.3 Reference back (moved by the Federal Policy Commi�ee)

a) The Federal Policy Commi�ee may, at any �me before the beginning of the debate 
on a mo�on, submit, in wri�ng, a request to refer that mo�on to the next mee�ng of 
the conference. The chair shall announce the existence of such a request at the start 
of the debate.

b) The chair may take the request to refer back at whatever stage of the debate they 
consider appropriate. A nominee of the Federal Policy Commi�ee will speak and the 
mover of the substan�ve mo�on, or their nominee, may reply. The chair shall have 
discre�on whether to allow other speakers on the request.

c) The reference back shall require a simple majority of those vo�ng to be passed. If it 
is carried the current agenda item shall be abandoned without any further debate or 
vote and, at the discre�on of the chair, either the next agenda item shall be taken or 
there shall be an adjournment un�l the �me at which the next agenda item was due 
to be taken.

d) If passed, the Federal Policy Commi�ee shall, before the next mee�ng of the 
conference, circulate its reasons for ac�ng under this sec�on and its comments on 
the mo�on and any amendments thereto accepted for debate.

11.4 Separate vote

A vo�ng member of conference may request that the chair take a separate vote on a part of 
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a mo�on or amendment provided that such a request is in wri�ng and received by the 
commencement of the first conference session on the day before the debate is scheduled. If 
the debate is scheduled for the first day of conference, the request must be received in 
wri�ng by the same deadline as that for emergency mo�ons. The Commi�ee shall have 
complete discre�on whether to take a separate vote. In excep�onal circumstances, the Chair 
of the debate shall have discre�on to accept a request for a separate vote if it is received in 
wri�ng a�er this deadline.

11.5 Counted vote

Any vo�ng member may ask for a counted vote, which shall be taken if the request is 
supported by 50 members rising in their places and showing their vo�ng cards.

11.6 Suspension of standing orders

a) A vo�ng conference member may, during any full conference session, move a mo�on 
for the suspension of standing orders. The mover shall submit the mo�on together 
with a wri�en statement of its purpose, not exceeding 75 words, to the chair, who 
shall read them to the mee�ng.  The chair may either take the request immediately 
upon receipt, or at the end of the speech currently being made.

b) No mo�on to suspend standing orders may suspend any requirement of the 
cons�tu�on, nor any part of these standing orders which govern:
i) The rights of, or �metable for, submission of mo�ons and amendments.

ii) Consulta�ve sessions.

iii) Procedural mo�ons for next business or suspension of standing orders.

c) No mo�on to suspend standing orders to introduce a mo�on or amendment on to 
the agenda can be taken unless the mo�on or amendment has been submi�ed to 
the Commi�ee in accordance with the published �metable and, where a right of 
appeal against non-selec�on exists, the right has been exercised.

d) The chair shall read the statement of purpose and, if the suspension is allowable in 
the terms of this standing order, ask the conference whether it wishes to debate the 
request for suspension. If the conference decides not to debate the request, it falls. If 
the conference decides, by a majority of those present and vo�ng, to hear the 
request the mover may speak and a representa�ve of the Commi�ee may reply. The 
chair shall have the discre�on to allow other speakers. All speeches on the mo�on to 
suspend standing orders will be limited to two minutes.

e) A mo�on to suspend standing orders shall only be carried if supported by at least 
two-thirds of the conference members vo�ng. If the procedural mo�on is carried all 
standing orders shall remain in force except only for the purposes set out in the 
mo�on.

11.7 No procedural mo�ons during votes
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No procedural mo�on can be moved during a vote.

12. Reports

12.1 Which reports are tabled

The business session or sessions of the conference must include considera�on of reports 
from the bodies listed in Standing Order 1.1(b).

12.2 Submission and selec�on of ques�ons

A vo�ng member may submit ques�ons to any report tabled for considera�on, by the 
deadlines set under Standing Orders 1.5 (d) and (e). The Commi�ee shall publish in advance 
of the report session all the ques�ons submi�ed under Standing Order 1.5 (d) which are in 
order, composi�ng similar ques�ons where appropriate. 

12.3 Whether ques�ons are in order or not

A ques�on shall be ruled out of order if it asks the body submi�ng the report about issues 
which are outside its du�es and responsibili�es. If the ques�on could be answered by 
another body repor�ng to the same conference, the Commi�ee may transfer the ques�on to 
that body. 

12.4 How ques�ons and supplementary ques�ons are put and answered

A�er the report is moved, the mover, or their nominee, shall answer the ques�ons in turn. 
A�er each ques�on has been answered, the vo�ng member who submi�ed the ques�on will 
be given the opportunity to put a supplementary ques�on, speaking for a maximum of two 
minutes, and the mover, or their nominee, will be given an opportunity to respond. The chair 
shall determine the �me given to the mover in moving the report and replying to ques�ons. 
The chair shall also determine how many of the published ques�ons, and how many of the 
ques�ons submi�ed under Standing Order 1.5 (e), can be taken. A�er the conference the 
Commi�ee shall publish the answers to all ques�ons submi�ed under Standing Orders 1.5 
(d) and (e) which are in order, and to all supplementary ques�ons asked.

12.5 Approval or rejec�on of reports from Federal Party commi�ees or sub-commi�ees

Any report tabled by a Federal Party commi�ee or sub-commi�ee must be submi�ed for 
approval by the conference and must be voted upon accordingly. A vo�ng member may 
move the rejec�on of any part of the report or of the report as a whole. A vo�ng member 
wishing to move a rejec�on shall submit a speaker’s card prior to the commencement of the 
considera�on of the report, sta�ng the sec�on(s) which they wish to have rejected. All 
moves to reject a report must be debated (except that the chair shall have discre�on to 
choose between moves to reject the same part of the report), at the conclusion of the 
ques�on session. The person who made the request shall speak and the mover of the report, 
or their nominee, shall reply. The chair may allow other speakers, and shall determine the 
�me given to all speakers.

12.6 Receipt of reports from other bodies

Any report tabled by a body other than a Federal Party commi�ee or sub-commi�ee must be  
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submi�ed for receipt by the conference and must be voted upon accordingly. A vo�ng 
member may move not to receive the report, by submi�ng a speaker’s card prior to the 
commencement of the considera�on of the report. A move not to receive a report must be 
debated (except that the chair shall have discre�on to choose between more than one move 
not to receive the same report), at the conclusion of the ques�on session. The person who 
made the request shall speak and the mover of the report, or their nominee, shall reply. The 
chair may allow other speakers, and shall determine the �me given to all speakers.

13. Amendment of Standing Orders

13.1 Amendment of standing orders

These standing orders may be amended by a two-thirds majority of members of conference 
vo�ng on a mo�on duly submi�ed and selected in accordance with standing orders. Subject 
to any amendment they shall remain in force from mee�ng to mee�ng.

14. The Chair and Vice Chairs of the Commi�ee

14.1 Chair and Vice Chairs

At its first mee�ng a�er a new elec�on the Commi�ee shall elect a Chair, who must be a 
member of the Commi�ee directly elected by party members, and at least one Vice Chair, 
who must be members of the Commi�ee either directly elected by party members or 
elected by one of the State Par�es.

 

IV



 

COMMITTEE ELECTION REGULATIONS

 (a) Any Local Party;
 (b) Any Regional Party;
 (c) Any State Party;
 (d) Any Specified Associated Organisa�ons; or
 (e) Any ten party members.

 and must be accompanied by the wri�en consent of the candidate. For the elec�on of 
Councillor Reps see rule 15(b).

elec�on in which he or she is a candidate a personal elec�on address covering up to 
one side of A5 paper, printed by and at the expense of the Federal Party. Elec�on 
address artwork in camera ready form as a high resolu�on PDF or text-only Word 
document must reach the Ac�ng Returning Officer at an address and by a date to be 
no�fied. 

(b) The Returning Officer may make provision for voters to view the candidates’ elec�on 
addresses electronically as well as, or instead of, through the postal mailing.

(c) Each candidate shall be responsible for supplying material that verifies, to the 
sa�sfac�on of the Ac�ng Returning Officer, any statement in his or her personal 
elec�on address claiming that he or she is endorsed by any individual or organisa�on. 
Such material must accompany the candidate’s personal elec�on address artwork.

(d) Candidates must not carry out any ac�vi�es during the elec�on period which may be 
viewed as trea�ng. 

 to candidates.
(b) Candidates may not use official party publica�ons to specifically promote their 

candidacy but all other ar�cles are permissible. 

The Chair of the Federal Appeals Panel shall be the Returning Officer. The rules of the Federal 
appeals panel shall make provision for a process to replace the Chair in this role if necessary.  
The Chief Execu�ve shall be the Ac�ng Returning Officer.  The Deputy Ac�ng Returning 
Officer will be the Head of Compliance and Cons�tu�onal Support. Other Deputy Ac�ng 
Returning Officers may be appointed if required.

1.

The  shall draw up a �metable for each year’s receipts of nomina�ons, dispatch and return of 
ballot papers and the coun�ng of the votes for each elec�on covered by these regula�ons.  
The Returning Officer may make provision for voters who wish to do so to cast their ballots 
electronically, and to view the candidates’ elec�on addresses electronically.  The Returning 
Officer may carry out electronic communica�ons with the electorate to facilitate the elec�on. 

2.

Nomina�ons may be submi�ed by:3.

(a)  Each candidate shall be en�tled to include in the mailing of ballot papers for each 4.

The Returning Officer may make provision for voters who wish to do so to cast their ballots 
electronically. Any online vo�ng system shall prompt members to look at candidates’ 
manifestos prior to vo�ng.

5.

The names and addresses of party members are confiden�al and shall not be released for the 
purposes of the elec�on.

6.

(a) No official party publica�on may accept adver�sements in support of or in 
opposi�on 

7.

No material published or circulated by or on behalf of a candidate shall defame by name or 
implica�on any other candidate and no candidate shall so defame any other candidate in the  

8.
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Federal Conference Commi�ee, Federal Policy Commi�ee, Interna�onal Rela�ons 
Commi�ee and ELDR Delega�on.

(b) They shall also be used for the elec�on of Principal Councillor Representa�ves on the  
and the Federal Policy Commi�ee except sec�on three shall read: Nomina�ons shall 
be submi�ed by any two Principal Councillors with valid membership and must be 
accompanied by the wri�en consent of the candidate.

course of personal canvassing.

The Returning Officer shall have the power to disqualify before declara�on of the result, or 
unseat if declared elected, any candidate who is found to be in breach of regula�ons 4 or 8, 
but shall not exercise such power without first offering any such candidate the right to make 
representa�on, and having regard thereto.

9.

All contested elec�ons shall be conducted by secret ballot and the single transferable vote. 
Counts shall be conducted in accordance with the current edi�on of the Electoral Reform 
Society’s publica�on How to Conduct an Elec�on by the Single Transferable Vote. If the 
Specified Propor�ons of men and women are not elected by the opera�on of the above 
rules, the Returning Officer shall conduct such further counts as he or she considers 
necessary and declare elected those members of the under-represented sex and declare not 
elected those members of the over-represented sex who would or would not have been 
elected to commi�ees with such larger and smaller numbers of members as would cause the 
correct number of that sex to be elected.

10.

Casual vacancies occurring shall be filled by recoun�ng the original ballot papers in the 
elec�on, passing over any preferences for any candidate causing a vacancy. If necessary, 
further counts shall be conducted using the principles set out in regula�on 10 to ensure that 
all candidates originally elected so remain and that the Specified Propor�ons of men and 
women are maintained.

11.

Any party member may lodge, in wri�ng, a formal complaint of infringement of elec�on 
regula�ons forthwith upon becoming aware of any alleged infringement and not more than 
21 days a�er the declara�on. The wri�en complaint should be addressed to the Ac�ng 
Returning Officer and specify in detail the nature of the infringement. The Returning Officer 
shall then decide, in full consulta�on with the Ac�ng Returning Officer, whether there is 
sufficient evidence and grounds to uphold the complaint, but shall not do so without offering 
any candidate concerned the right to make representa�ons, and having regard thereto.

12.

Appeals against decisions of the Returning Officer must be referred to the Federal Appeals 
Panel within 14 days of the decision. For the purposes of appeals under these regula�ons the 
Chair of the Federal Appeals Panel shall not act as a member of the Federal Appeals Panel, 
and other Panel members shall appoint one of their number as Ac�ng Chair.

13.

If a complaint is made prior to the declara�on of the result, the Returning Officer shall have 
the power to postpone such declara�on un�l the determina�on of such complaint or, where 
an appeal is made against his decision, un�l the determina�on of such appeal.

14.

(a)  These Regula�ons shall be used for the biennial elec�ons to the , 15.
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LEADERSHIP ELECTION REGULATIONS
 

hus�ngs events via the states and regions with a view to balancing the compe�ng 
demands for media coverage of the campaign, parliamentary and other du�es.  Other 
party bodies may only hold hus�ngs-type events if they invite all candidates to a�end, 
but they do not require the agreement of all candidates to a�end or send a 
representa�ve in order to proceed.  Events designated as official hus�ngs by the Ac�ng 
Returning Officer shall take precedence over any other arrangements a candidate may 
have made.

(b) Official party communica�ons channels may only be used to promote hus�ngs 
events approved by the Ac�ng Returning Officer.  Responsibility for organising and 
paying for any hus�ngs event shall lie with the hos�ng organisa�on, but the Ac�ng 
Returning Officer will assist in publicising official hus�ngs events via the party’s 
website, e-mail communica�ons, Liberal Democrat News, etc.

The Chair of the Federal Appeals Panel shall be the Returning Officer. The Chief Execu�ve 
shall be Ac�ng Returning Officer.  

1.

The electorate for the purpose of the elec�on shall be those members with current 
membership of the Liberal Democrats on the closing date for nomina�ons, including those 
members whose subscrip�ons were due not more than three months before the closing 
date.  

2.

The sec�ons of the membership register containing the names, addresses and             
telephone numbers of members will be released in electronic version to each candidate 
subject to the candidate signing a data protec�on statement.

3.

The �metable for the elec�on shall be no shorter than 8 weeks and no longer than 13 weeks. 
It shall contain a minimum of 15 days for nomina�ons to be collected which must be on the 
official forms provided by the Ac�ng Returning Officer for the specific elec�on and available 
from the day following the se�ng of the �metable by the . It shall provide for at least 21 
days between the close of nomina�ons and the despatch of ballot papers and at least 21 
days for the return of ballot papers. 

4.

(a) The Ac�ng Returning Officer shall co-ordinate arrangements for official party 
member 

5.

A�er acquiring the necessary nomina�ons for candidacy, each candidate may nominate an
agent for his or her campaign. A candidate who fails to nominate an agent will be deemed his 
or her own agent. 

6.

Nomina�ons from the Parliamentary Party shall not include the candidate themselves and no 
member of the Parliamentary Party may sign more than one nomina�on paper. A nomina�on 
will be rejected if it depends upon the signature of an MP who has signed a previously 
submi�ed nomina�on form for another candidate standing in the elec�on.

7.

Federal Party employees shall maintain strict neutrality from the opening date for 
declara�on of candidacy. It is recommended that employees of state par�es, SAO’s and any 
other relevant employing bodies shall also maintain such neutrality.  

8.

Party Officers, ac�ng in their capacity as officers at federal, state, regional and local level, are 
expected, as far as possible, to give equal opportuni�es and fair balance to all candidates.  

9.

The provision of food, drink or entertainment by or on behalf of the candidates, and any
other form of trea�ng, will not be allowed.

10.

The  shall set a spending limit for elec�on expenses, not including travel or subsistence, for 11.
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candidate shall bear his or her agent’s imprint including a full postal address. Any email 
messages sent out for or on behalf of a candidate for the purposes of publicising their 
candidacy shall also include a standard form of words provided by the Returning 
Officer specifying how the recipient of the message may opt out of future messages.

(b)   Each candidate shall be responsible for supplying material that verifies, to the             
sa�sfac�on of the Ac�ng Returning Officer, any statement in his or her personal             
elec�on address claiming that he or she is endorsed by any individual or organisa�on.              
Such material must accompany the candidate’s personal elec�on address artwork.

(c) Each candidate shall be en�tled to include in the mailing of ballot papers a personal             
elec�on address covering up to two sides of A4 paper, or A5 in the event of there 
being more than three candidates, printed by and at the expense of the Federal Party.  
Elec�on address artwork in camera ready form must reach the Ac�ng Returning Officer 
at an address and by a date to be no�fied.

(d)  The Returning Officer may make provision for voters to view the candidates’ elec�on 
addresses electronically as well as, or instead of, through the postal mailing.

(e)  The published personal elec�on address may be reproduced in whatever format is             
decided by the Returning Officer so long as the minimum coverage provided for in              
regula�on 12(b) is met.

(f)  The Returning Officer may carry out electronic communica�ons to facilitate the              
elec�on and send out e-mail communica�ons on behalf of the candidates in the              
elec�on.

each leadership candidate, when they set the �metable for the elec�on. No candidate, or his 
agent, shall exceed this limit in the produc�on of publicity material and all other 
expenditures connected with the campaign. All dona�ons above £200 must comply with the 
provisions of Schedule 7 of the Poli�cal Par�es, Elec�ons and Referendums Act 2000.

(a)  All publicity material produced in paper or electronic form for or on behalf of a 12.

No material published or circulated in paper or electronic form under regula�ons 10, 11 or 
12 shall defame by name or implica�on any other candidate and no candidate shall so 
defame any other candidate in the course of personal canvassing.

13.

The Returning Officer may make provision for voters who wish to do so to cast their ballots 
electronically.

14.

Any party publica�on whether in paper or electronic form shall give, as far as possible, equal 
coverage and a fair balance to all candidates.

15.

The elec�on shall be conducted by secret ballot and the single transferable vote. Counts shall 
be conducted in accordance with the current edi�on of the Electoral Reform Society’s 
publica�on ‘How to conduct an elec�on by the single transferable vote’. The elec�on count 
may be scru�nised by the candidate, their agents and one other personal representa�ve and 
shall be open to any party member, subject to capacity of the venue.

16.

Each candidate and their agent shall complete and lodge with the Ac�ng Returning Officer an 
elec�on expenses return form. The form must have a�ached receipts or invoices for all 
expenditure and must be lodged with the Ac�ng Returning Officer by midday on the 35th day 
a�er the declara�on of the elec�on result. The Ac�ng Returning Officer will hold the 
expenses returns of each candidate on file and these may be examined by any party member. 
The expenses form shall also contain the necessary informa�on to prove compliance with 
schedule 7 of the PPERA 2000.

17.

At the comple�on of the Elec�on any candidate who needs to make a report to the Electoral  18.
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               (b) is found to be in breach of regula�ons 3, 10, 11, 13 or 17.

Commission shall do so in consulta�on with the Party’s PPERA Compliance Officer.

The Returning Officer shall have the power to disqualify before declara�on of the result, or 
unseat if declared elected, any candidate who:

19.

has brought the party into disrepute during the campaign or where the Returning 
Officer has clear evidence (e.g. from bankruptcy or financial embarrassment) of this 
happening in the near future; or

(a)

Any party member may lodge, in wri�ng, a formal complaint of infringement of elec�on 
regula�ons at any �me up to 21 days a�er the declara�on. The wri�en complaint should be 
addressed to the Ac�ng Returning Officer and specify in detail the nature of the 
infringement. The Returning Officer shall then decide, in full consulta�on with the Ac�ng 
Returning Officer, whether there is sufficient evidence and grounds to uphold the complaint.

18.

Appeals against decisions of the Returning Officer must be referred to the Federal Appeals 
Panel within 14 days of the decision. For the purposes of Appeals under these regula�ons 
the Chair of the Federal Appeals Panel shall not act as a member of the Federal Appeals 
Panel, and the other Panel members shall appoint one of their number as Ac�ng Chair. 

19.

These regula�ons will be reviewed by the  no later than six months a�er any Leadership 
Elec�on.

20.
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PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS REGULATIONS

member hus�ngs events via the states and regions with a view to balancing the 
compe�ng demands for media coverage of the campaign, parliamentary and other 
du�es.  Other party bodies may only hold hus�ngs-type events if they invite all 
candidates to a�end, but they do not require the agreement of all candidates to 
a�end or send a representa�ve in order to proceed.  Events designated as official 
hus�ngs by the Ac�ng Returning Officer shall take precedence over any other 
arrangements a candidate may have made.

(b)  Official party communica�ons channels may only be used to promote 
hus�ngs events approved by the Ac�ng Returning Officer.  Responsibility for 
organising and paying for any hus�ngs event shall lie with the hos�ng organisa�on, 
but the Ac�ng Returning Officer will assist in publicising official hus�ngs events via 
the party’s website, e-mail communica�ons, Liberal Democrat News, etc.

9. The provision of food, drink or entertainment by or on behalf of the candidates, and any other 
form of trea�ng, will not be allowed.

10. The  shall agree a spending limit for elec�on expenses, not including travel or subsistence 
expenses, when se�ng the �metable for the elec�on for each presiden�al candidate. No 
candidate, or his agent, shall exceed this limit in the produc�on of publicity material and all 
other expenditures connected with the campaign. This shall include any expenditure (or the 
relevant propor�on of any expenditure) incurred before an individual becomes a candidate if 
the property, services or facili�es are used for the purposes of the candidate’s elec�on.  All 
dona�ons above £200 must comply with the provisions of Schedule 7 of the Poli�cal Par�es, 
Elec�ons and Referendums Act 2000.

candidate shall bear his or her agent’s imprint including a full postal address. Any 

The Chair of the Federal Appeals Panel shall be the Returning Officer. The Chief Execu�ve 
shall be Ac�ng Returning Officer.  

1.

The electorate for the purpose of the elec�on shall be those members with current 
membership of the Liberal Democrats on the closing date for nomina�ons, including those 
members whose subscrip�ons were due not more than three months before the closing 
date.

2.

The membership registers, locally and na�onally, are confiden�al and will not be released for 
the purposes of the elec�on. 

3.

The �metable for the elec�on shall be no shorter than 7 weeks and no longer than 12 weeks. 
It shall contain a minimum of 15 days for nomina�ons to be collected and at least 14 days 
between the close of nomina�ons and the despatch of ballot papers. 

4.

(a) The Ac�ng Returning Officer shall co-ordinate arrangements for official party 5.

A�er acquiring the necessary nomina�ons for candidacy, each candidate may nominate an 
agent for his or her campaign. A candidate who fails to nominate an agent will be deemed his 
or her own agent.  

6.

Federal Party employees shall maintain strict neutrality from the opening date for declara�on 
of candidacy. It is recommended that employees of state par�es, SAOs and any other 
relevant employing bodies shall also maintain such neutrality.  

7.

Party Officers, ac�ng in their capacity as officers at federal, state, regional and local level, are 
expected, as far as possible, to give equal opportuni�es and fair balance to all candidates.

8.

(a)  All publicity material produced in paper or electronic form for or on behalf of a 11.
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email messages sent out for or on behalf of a candidate for the purposes of 
publicising their candidacy shall also include a standard form of words provided by 
the Returning Officer specifying how the recipient of the message may opt out of 
future messages.

(c)  Each candidate shall be en�tled to include in the mailing of ballot papers a personal 
elec�on address covering up to two sides of A4 paper, or A5 in the event of there 
being more than three candidates, printed by and at the expense of the Federal 
Party. Elec�on address artwork in camera ready form must reach the Ac�ng 
Returning Officer at an address and by a date to be no�fied.

(f)  The Returning Officer may carry out electronic communica�ons to facilitate 
the elec�on and send out electronic communica�ons on behalf of the candidates in 
the elec�on.

12. No material published or circulated in paper or electronic form under regula�ons 8 or 9 shall 
defame by name or implica�on any other candidate and no candidate shall so defame any 
other candidate in the course of personal canvassing.

13.  Any party publica�on whether in paper or electronic form shall give, as far as possible, equal 
coverage and a fair balance to all candidates.

14.  The elec�on shall be conducted by secret ballot and the single transferable vote. Counts shall be 
conducted in accordance with the current edi�on of the Electoral Reform Society’s 
publica�on ‘How to conduct an elec�on by the single transferable vote’. The elec�on count 
may be scru�nised by the candidate, their agents and one other personal representa�ve and 
shall be open to any party member, subject to capacity of the venue.

15.  The Returning Officer may make provision for voters who wish to do so to cast their ballots 
electronically.

16. Each candidate and their agent shall complete and lodge with the Ac�ng Returning Officer an 
elec�on expenses return form. The form must have a�ached receipts or invoices for all 
expenditure and must be lodged with the Ac�ng Returning Officer by midday on the 35th day 
a�er the declara�on of the elec�on result. The Ac�ng Returning Officer will hold the 
expenses returns of each candidate on file and these may be examined by any party member. 
The expenses form shall also containing the necessary informa�on to prove compliance with 
schedule 7 of the PPERA 2000.

17.  At the Comple�on of the Elec�on any candidate who needs to make a report to the Electoral 
Commission shall do so in consulta�on with the Party’s PPERA Compliance Officer.

18.  The Returning Officer shall have the power to disqualify before declara�on of the result, or 
unseat if declared elected, any candidate who:
(a)  has brought the party into disrepute during the campaign or where the Returning 

Officer has clear evidence (e.g. from bankruptcy or financial 

Each candidate shall be responsible for supplying material that verifies, to the 
sa�sfac�on of the Ac�ng Returning Officer, any statement in his or her personal 
elec�on address claiming that he or she is endorsed by any individual or 
organisa�on. Such material must accompany the candidate’s personal elec�on 
address artwork.

(b)

The Returning Officer may make provision for voters to view the candidates’ elec�on 
addresses electronically as well as, or instead of, through the postal mailing.

(d)

The published personal elec�on address may be reproduced in whatever format is 
decided by the Returning Officer so long as the minimum coverage provided in 
regula�on 11(c) is met.

(e)
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embarrassment) of this happening in the near future; or
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